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          Grace Lutheran Church            

THE WELCOME PLACE 

WELCA COLLECTIONS  
 

 WELCA collects and distributes items for our neighbors in need on one of the tables in the parish hall.  
Fall is a good time to inform our congregation about these items and clear unneeded items.  For example, we 
are no longer saving batteries because there is no place in Harlingen that recycles them, so please DO NOT 
bring them anymore.  Following is an explanation of what and why we collect other items.  If I have neglected 
to mention any items that are being collected, please let me know and we will amend the list in the next news-
letter.  We thank everyone for their participation in these projects – Elaine Pulver 

Pastor Ryan will continue to preside on Sundays; he will be out of the office for several 
weeks on paternity leave.  Unless there is an emergency people can contact Loretta in the  
office or Martha Kennedy. 

     Pull Tabs for Ronald  
     McDonald House 

 
Pull tabs from soft drinks and/or food 
items are taken to the “House that 
Love Built” in Harlingen by Marvel 
Devine.  The Ronald McDonald 
House can exchange these tabs for 
cash to pay employees and purchase 
cleaning supplies/food for guests. 
 

When residents from the Valley have 
a sick child in the hospital under 18 
years of age and they cannot afford a 
motel, guests may stay at the Ronald 
McDonald House for $10 per night.  
If they cannot afford $10, they may 
stay for free.  The house has 2 bed-
rooms with king size beds with 
enough room for a cot.  There are 
also 4 bedrooms with twin beds and 
room for a cot.  A laundry room is 
available, along with a kitchen which 
has 2 sets of everything – 2 stoves, 
sinks, pots and pans, fully stocked 
pantries and a double refrigerator, so 
2 families can cook their own meals.  
In addition, these families are pro-
vided with 3 ready-to-eat meals each 
day.  

  Once A Month for the  
  Women’s Shelter 

 
We collect sanitary napkin sup-
plies for the women’s shelter in 
the Loaves & Fishes facility 
where they have 14 bedrooms 
open to any woman who is home-
less.  The only requirements are 
that they are US citizens and use 
no alcohol or drugs.  They are 
provided with 2 meals per day 
(breakfast and dinner) and are as-
signed a caseworker within 3 days 
of their stay where they discuss 
short and long term plans/goals 
and job skills training. 
 

If all of the supplies we donate 
cannot be used in the shelter it-
self, excess sanitary napkins/
tampons are taken to ��������
���	
����
�  on Jackson Street for 
women who have been given 
vouchers by the shelter to pur-
chase these items. 

Boxtops for Education 
 

Jan Demro will collect 
the boxtops that appear on Betty 
Crocker food items (such as cake 
mixes, Hamburger Helper, etc.), 
so they reach the appropriate 
place in the Harlingen school 
system.  These are redeemed and 
the money used for school sup-
plies. 

 
 

Computer Printer Ink  
Cartridges 

 

We collect different brands 
of ink cartridges  as listed 
on a poster on one of the 
parish hall tables.  Marlene 
Pegg is in charge of collect-
ing and mailing them to re-
ceive a cash rebate.  This 
money is deposited in the 
WELCA treasury and used 
for our cash donations for 
the community. 



Mission Statement 
 
 

God’s purpose for Grace 
Lutheran Church is: 

 
 

Welcome to grace, 
Welcome the message. 

 
Principle Values: 

 
Jesus is Lord 

 
Everyone is welcome 

 
All serve in different ways 

 
Seek and share the 

 message 
 

God’s love is life  
changing 
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                     Food Pantry 
 

Food collections are ongoing in the narthex of the church and 
are noted each Sunday in the church bulletin.  The food  
pantry in Harlingen is located at the Presbyterian Church 
downtown and congregation member, Bob Raynor, is a volun-

teer.  Each week, food is received from the Food Bank in McAllen, sorted 
and bagged for distribution on Wednesdays to residents of Harlingen and 
Santa Rosa.  Food boxes are provided for small and large families at no 
cost to the client, but they do have to provide proof of  residency.  In order 
to continue this ministry, the food pantry needs the support of Harlingen 
churches and community food drives. 

        Ted Hose, Glasses & Hearing Aids 
 

Ted hose are white or brown open-toed stockings that are 
used in hospitals, and are collected by Eleanor Reinhold.  

She also collects usable eyeglasses and hearing aids.  These items are for 
Mission Mexico. 
In addition to our collections in the parish hall, the food collection point 
for the Food Pantry is in the narthex of the church and, even though it is 
not a WELCA project, the Ladies of Grace support it. 

*  Parsonage renovations are essentially complete.  Some detail 
work yet to be competed. 
*  Renovation to sanctuary:  Roof repair will be evaluated after 
recent rains.  Then work on this project will begin. 
*  Electricity:  Bob Raynor is continuing to work on changing 
providers for the church. 

*  Kitchen committee approached council on updates to kitchen.  Bob Raynor  
volunteered to get more information on cost. 
*  Plans are to have a Grace Lutheran Booth at Jackson Street Days on Oct. 4 to 
"Bless the Animals" that are there and do community outreach. 
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The Ladies of Grace will meet on Thursday, October 1st at 9:00am in the 
Parish Hall for a business meeting. Marlene & Ruth Pegg will be hostess.  On 
Thursday, October 8th, the Ladies will meet at 11:30 at La Playa for their 
Ladies Lunch Out.  October 15th will be Bible Study, with Ruth Thompson 
leading the study and Mary Ellen Carlson as hostess.  All ladies of the 
Church are welcome to attend. 

The medical 
mission 
team will be 
holding a 
clinic in 

Matamoros Mexico Octo-
ber 10th and St. Thomas 
Mexico October 
24th.  The Rotary of 
Matamoros along with the 
Anglican Church in Mata-
moros and St John  
Lutheran Church of San 
Juan will be working at 
the clinic.  See Eleanor 
Reinhold for more infor-
mation. 



 October Service Schedule 

Donations are being accepted for the Neighborhood Pantry.  
Item needed this month is canned tuna.  Please place your 
donations in the boxes  that are placed in the Narthex 
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 October 4 October 11 October 18 October 25 

Usher Jack & Laura 
Hamre 

Jack & Laura 
Hamre 

Jack & Laura 
Hamre 

Jack & Laura 
Hamre 

Liturgical 
Assistant 

Bonnie Morton Bonnie Morton Bonnie Morton Bonnie Morton 

Lector Jan Underly Jan Underly Jan Underly Jan Underly 

Acolyte Ann/Gwendolyn 
Poulos 

Ann/Gwendolyn 
Poulos 

Ann/Gwendolyn 
Poulos 

Ann/Gwendolyn 
Poulos 

Altar Guild Pam Ramsey 
Ruth Thompson 

Pam Ramsey 
Ruth Thompson 

Pam Ramsey 
Ruth Thompson 

Pam Ramsey 
Ruth Thompson 

Dwane & Ruth 
Thompson 

10/02 

Floyd & Barbara 
Lomalino 

10/03 

Dick & Mary 
Mars 

10/17 
 

Bob & Lillian 
Raynor 

10/25 

Critical  
Linda LaFond 
Eleanora Klein 

Healing   
Dick Mars  
Gladys Hanson 
Sherryn Brooks 
 Banner Lindsay 
 Ruth Bork 

Shut Ins  
Gwen Pierce  
Florence Miller  
Kent Stratford  
Elsie Gunderson  

Family Members  
Reba Gandara  
Derrell Kennedy  
Jan Miller, Jimmy  Faires 
Emma Dahl  
Mindy  Staruh,  
Bertha Phillips  
Aletha Whitley 

Friends of Congregation   
Larry Adair,                 Nancy Dieringer,  
Dr. Warren Lee,          John Rosnik,  
John Lucas,                Carolyn Sauerbrei,  
Kelby Eddleman,        Matthew Reed,  
Joe Erickson,              Lester Johnson,  
Stephen Schluender, George Garcia,  
Dallas VanKoll,          Jane Sinnema,  
Murial Erickson,         Harry Domask,  
Wilma Lucas                    

Damien Young,  
Todd Steffan,  
D.J. Mott  

Flora Gunderson 10/13 

Sarah Kennedy 10/14 

Mildred Brandt 10/23 

Wysonda Hoehne 10/26 

Sally Peonio 10/27 

Jay Walther 10/28 

Men’s Break-
fast will be 
held on Octo-
ber14 & 28 at 
Tila’s.  All 

men of the church are wel-
come to attend. 

Elder Care 
will meet on 
Tuesday,  
October 6th 

at 10:30am in the Par-
ish Hall. 

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry will 
meet on Thurs-
day, October 
22nd at 9:00am in the Parish 
Hall.  All ladies of the Church 
are welcome to attend and help 
with this ministry.  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
9:00am 
Ladies of 
Grace 

2 3 

4 
9:00 S.S. 
Coffee Hour 
10:00 Church 
2:00 
Blessing of  
the Animals 

5 
7:00pm 
Bible Study 

6 
10:30am 
Elder Care 

7 
6:00pm 
Choir 

8 
11:30am 
Ladies Lunch 
Out 

9 10 
Medical  
Missions 

11 
9:00 S.S. 
Coffee Hour 
10:00 Church 
Worship & 
Music 

12 
Columbus  
Day 
 
7:00pm 
Bible Study 

13 
7:00pm 
Council 

14 
8:00am 
Men’s 
Breakfast 
6:00pm 
Choir 

15 
9:00am 
Ladies of 
Grace 

16 17 

18 
9:00 S.S. 
Coffee Hour 
10:00 Church 

19 
7:00pm 
Bible Study 

20 21 
6:00pm 
Choir 

22 
9:00am 
Prayer 
Shawl 

23 
 

24 
Medical 
Missions 

25 
9:00 S.S. 
Coffee Hour 
10:00 Church 
Reformation 
Sunday 

26 
7:00pm 
Bible Study 

27 28 
8:00am 
Men’s  
Breakfast 
6:00pm 
Choir 

29 30 31 
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October 2009 

Altar Flowers For October 
October 4    -  Open 
October 11  -  Open 
October 18  -  Open 
October 25  -  Bob & Lillian Raynor 
In honor of their 52nd Wedding 
Anniversary 

If you are interested in purchasing Altar 
Flowers the cost is $20.00.  You may either 
place the money in an envelope marked 
“Altar Flowers” and place it in the offering 
plate, or you can drop it off at the office.  



MAKE IT-BAKE IT-TAKE IT  
 

 One of our new projects last year was a Make It-Bake It-Take It sale in the parish hall 
and there was some confusion about what the project involved. 
 

 
Make It – Try sewing a small item, knitting/crocheting a dishrag, painting a picture, 
framing a picture, etc. 

 

 
 Bake It – Try baking cookies, a pie, a cake or rolls. 
 

 
 Take It – Most of us have received a gift we have no use for such as a candle that is the 

wrong color or scent, a box of stationary when we write letters on the computer, etc.  
Bring it and put it on the sale table because it might just be the item someone else needs. 

 
 We are going to try this project again on October 11th.  I would appreciate suggestions 
about setting a price limit on the items.  When we did this project at a former church, we set a 
price limit of $5, so nothing was to exceed that amount.  All participants are to price their own 
items when they bring them. 
 
Elaine Pulver 


